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Speech Pathology Australia believes it is essential to acknowledge the:  

• vital relationship between early childhood education and later academic and literacy development 

into adulthood.  

• unique impact that communication disability (including  low language and literacy skills) has on an 

individual’s ability to access and participate in education and achieve expected educational 

outcomes. 

• pivotal role speech pathologists play in the educational team and the critical role of  speech 

pathologists in prevention, identif ication, and management of  speech language and literacy 

dif f iculties for all children. 

Our submission responds to the guiding questions in the sections below. 

 

Purpose and aims 

Every 3-year old child is entitled to:  

• Quality early childhood education and care with early speech, language and communication 

development being at the core of  learning programs.  

• Consistent evidence-based teaching for early language and literacy development.  

• Access to skilled speech, language and literacy assessment and timely supports.  

• Access to alternative communication options that are critical for some children in being able to 

get their message across. This includes, but is not limited to sign language, electronic 

communication aids and boards that use symbols and pictures.  

 

Defining key terms 

Universal preschool:  

• focuses on the family and early childhood educators in their crucial role in the child’s 

development and education.  

• is inclusive of  all children and programs are designed to support each child on their educational 

journey.  

• recognises the value of  dif ferent modes of  communication and dif ferent linguistic and cultural 

backgrounds.  

 

Quality and innovation  

High quality programs prioritise each child's individual needs across developmental domains to 

support positive outcomes for children and their families. The demand for speech pathology services 

in the Early Childhood Education and Care Sector has increased in recent years due to the increase 

in the number of  children and families identif ied with speech, language and communication needs.   

It is the position of  Speech Pathology Australia that speech pathologists are core members of  

educational teams. They support promotion and prevention initiatives in early language and literacy 

development and ensure early identif ication of  children at risk.  

Currently the early years sector acknowledges the need for additional and timely supports for at risk 

or vulnerable children and their families. Across Australia, Early Childhood Education and Care 

services are prioritising the need for embedded support services, including speech pathology within 

their centres. Specif ically, the South Australian Department of  Education employs speech pathologists 

within their support program for Children’s Centres for Early Childhood Development and Parenting . 
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This program focuses on strengthening the capabilities of  families, Children’s Centre staf f , and other 

service providers in areas that have been identif ied as having high disadvantage.   

Goodstart Early Learning has a similar model, whereby the speech pathologist works alongside early 

childhood teachers and educators within a capacity building and coaching f ramework.  The speech 

pathology approach at Goodstart Early Learning is designed to target the communication and 

emergent literacy needs of  at risk children attending Early Education and Care services.  

These models would be considered to be best practice in embedding evidence-based approaches, 

creating language rich environments that support children’s development through ongoing 

collaboration and partnership. Given the positive outcomes of  these programs, the Association would 

recommend that there is provision for these programs to be rolled out across the Early Education and 

Care sector in South Australia, not only within areas of  identif ied high disadvantage. 

 

Workforce 

In order to provide quality 3-year-old preschool the government needs to establish and champion high 

quality, evidence-informed approaches that are embedded within the Early Childhood Education and 

Care sector. This includes:  

• ensuring that the initial qualif ication training and ongoing professional development for early 

childhood educators and teachers incorporates learning about the diversity of  children’s early 

speech, language, communication and literacy development  

• incorporating foundational principles of  evidenced based pre-literacy approaches. 

• enabling access to speech pathology assessment and intervention for children who are 

identif ied or suspected of  having delayed or disordered speech, language, or literacy 

development. 

 

Delivery and administration  

To support 3-year-old preschool, there is a need to develop and implement funding models that 

ensure children who require early intervention for their speech, language and communication 

development have equity of  access to and participation in culturally safe support services.  

 

Speech Pathology Australia supports the development of  universal 3-year-old preschool that provides 

access to skilled speech, language and literacy assessment and timely supports . The Association is 

strongly interested in supporting the further development of  this initiative. If  we can assist in any other 

way or provide additional information, please contact Jane Delaney on  or by emailing 

. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Gail Mulcair 
Chief Executive Officer 

Speech Pathology Australia 




