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The highest form of public inquiry into what is 
one of the highest priority investments in 
children’s futures – Early Childhood Education 
and Care. 
The last five years have seen waves of positive reform in the Early years (EY) across Australia 
– reforms that have been built from some of the most evidence-based policy agendas to
have permeated our modern nation.

Federally, Child Care Subsidy changes, the ACCC Childcare Inquiry and Paid Parental 
Leave expansions have put the importance and prioritisation of investment in the early years 
firmly on the table. Across the States and Territories, actions to universalise preschool 
education in the year before school (including work in Victoria, the Australian Capital 
Territory and South Australia) are forming a national movement of opportunity for all children 
– regardless of the jurisdiction of Australia they call home or the families into which they
were born.

ECEC serves as a critical foundation for determining a child’s trajectory in life, and for 
supporting families to work, study and participate in their community. A key pillar of 
supporting children in the early years is ensuring that all children have access to affordable 
high quality Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC). To quote the Federal Minister for 
Early Childhood Education, Dr. Anne Aly, at the recent National Early Years Summit, “No 
child born into disadvantage should have to carry that disadvantage through their life. If we 
get the first five years right, we can change the trajectory for children” (Aly, 2023). Research 
shows that children, families, governments and communities all benefit from the social and 
financial returns that ECEC provides. (The Front Project, 2019).  

With access, affordability and equity in opportunity building as priorities for all Australian 
Governments, the ripples of change are evident across the ECEC system.  

The Front Project congratulates the South Australian (SA) Government on their recent 
incumbency and their ECEC reform platform. We commend the commitment to deliver 
universal three-year old preschool and the opening of the Royal Commission into Early 
Childhood Education and Care. This Commission has already begun its deep inquiry into 
considerations of accessibility, affordability, and quality. It holds the potential to add to the 
evidence base to deliver this important policy agenda. There is clear drive across the ECEC 
system to facilitate the best outcomes for the South Australian context.  

The Front Project greatly values the opportunity to provide a submission into the Royal 
Commission universal three-year-old preschool submissions stage. This Commission offers 
the timely opportunity for collective evidence gathering processes that look forward to 
ECEC’s future. The outputs of this Commission can also stand to benefit the wider ECEC 
system, including Governments in all jurisdictions as they pave similar reform agendas. The 
ECEC sector can utilise emergent data, evidence and proposed solutions to build the 
momentum of possibility and visions for the future – across all levels of the system.  












































